SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:
The Mayor


Deputy Mayor


All Members of Sandy Town Council

There will be a Meeting of Sandy Town Council on Monday 25th January 2010, in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 pm.

18th January 2010






       S M Foster










       Town Clerk
AGENDA

1.  Apologies

2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from 
Members
(a) Prejudicial Interests

(b) Personal Interests
3.  Supplementary accounts

(a) Capital Account – Ivel Park
(b) Reserve Account

To review current and projected end of year position on the Supplementary Accounts.

(Copies attached)

4.  Minutes and reports

To approve/adopt the Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 30th November 2009. (previously circulated)

(Estimates only items – minute no. and F42/09)

5. Expenditure from supplementary accounts

(i) To receive and approve Expenditure proposals for 2010/2011 from:-
(a) Capital Account

(b) Interest on Capital Account

(ii) To consider additional items requested (Clerk’s report attached)
6. Scale of charges 2010/2011

To approve the Scale of Charges, Rentals etc. with effect from 1st April 2010, proposed by Audit Committee, minute no A18/09.

(Copy of scale of charges attached)

7. Annual estimates of expenditure 2010/2011
To consider and approve Final Estimates of Income and Expenditure and to agree Precept for Financial Year commencing 1st April 2010.

(Copies of draft estimates are attached, plus additional items arising after meeting of the Audit Committee)
8. Press release
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5. Expenditure from supplementary accounts
Priority 1 - Essential

Priority 2 - High Priority

Priority 3 - Desirable

Priority 4 - Low Priority

Priority 5 - Not recommended
ii) Expenditure proposals
Revenue account
Council Offices

Network Server

    
£3000.00


Priority 2


Stratford Road

¾” water hose to fill bowser
    £300.00


Priority 3

Churchyard

Tree work


    £3000.00


Priority 2

Gate Pier repair

    £1500.00


Priority 2

Car Park

Hard surface to market container
  £700.00

Priority 2

Re-marking




  £600.00

Priority 3

SEG

Hanging basket and bracket

 £75.00 


Priority 4

Totals

Priority 2

£8200.00

Priority 3

£900.00
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5. Expenditure from supplementary accounts (Cont)

Interest on Capital Account

Benches

3 x Replacement benches

  £1350.00


Priority 3

Bedford Road Recreation Ground

3 x self-closing gates


  £2,600.00


Priority 1
Totals
Priority 1




£2,600.00

Priority 3




£1,350.00

Capital Account

Sunderland Road Recreation Ground

Jenkins Pavilion Heating Controller
   £2,050.00


Priority 






    


Stratford Road

Mobile scaffolding tower

   £1,200.00

Priority 1

SEG

Planter outside library


   £1,000.00

Priority 3

Cricket Club

Contribution to new roller

   £3,000.00

Priority 3
Totals

Priority 1




£1,200.00

Priority 2




£2,050.00

Priority 3




£4,000.00
(ii) Additional items 

Car Park

Removal of Concrete kerbs

   £3,310.00

Bus shelters

Repair to 3 shelters


   £469.00
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5. Expenditure from supplementary accounts (Cont)

Council Offices

Members requested that a cost should be obtained for the purchase of a server plus service contract as an alternative to the total for rental (including service contract) given above.  This would be £2600 for the purchase and installation plus a further £200 per month service contract.

Playing Fields

Yara Complex Fertiliser



£1,600

The Riddy

Cattle Enclosure




£1,900

This has been requested by the grazier – it was hoped to spend the £1,000 (still available) contingency/mowing sum in the Riddy budget 2009/10 on this item.
Bedford Road Disabled Toilet

Installation of alarm 



£360.00
Church Clock

Members will recall that the Church has previously requested that the winding system be replaced by a new automatic winding system.  Council asked for a further quotation to be obtained and a grant application to be submitted. This has now been done (Copy of application attached).  The application asks for a grant of £8,000 for the work to be carried out, however this sum includes VAT and if Council were to pay for the work itself as part of its powers to maintain the clock the cost would be £6878.00.  In addition 3 years maintenance with the same company would cost £684.00 (if taken annually the first year would be £228.00 but this would then be subject to annual increases).
Clock winding system



£6,878.00

Yearly maintenance



£228.00

Recycling collection

As Members will know businesses do not get a free refuse collection and the cost of this forms part of the estimates.  In the past the cost of a recycling collection has not been included in this but it has been requested.  
Weekly collection (household size bin)

£225.00 (for the year)
7. Annual estimates of expenditure 2010/2011

EXPLANATORY NOTES – EXPENDITURE

STAFF (4101)

Gross Salaries –  Increments agreed by Council plus a 1% increase have been included. 

Gross Wages - Increments agreed by Council plus a 1% increase have been included. 

Pensions Contributions – There are at present 5 members of the Admin staff (Including TIC) and 2 members of groundstaff in the Local Government Pension Scheme.

Miscellaneous – allows for outsourcing payroll works, the cost of which has not increased

Business Rates – these have been increased on average by 10% - new rateable values are being issued and are showing substantial increases.  

Utility costs have been increased by around 10% in the main.

Other budget headings have been increased by 1.5% - 2% in line with inflation.

ADMINISTRATION – OFFICES (4200)

Rates -  The rates estimate for the Council Offices shows a higher increase because the Tourist Information Centre extension has been added.  

Insurance - costs have increased considerably to cover new play equipment at Bedford Road Recreation Ground.


STRATFORD ROAD DEPOT (4300)

Health and safety and environmental works – budget for Legionella testing

ALLOTMENTS (4400)

No comment necessary.
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7. Annual estimates of expenditure 2010/2011        (Cont)

FOOTWAY LIGHTING (4500)

The maintenance costs have risen by £1,000 – alternative avenues for maintenance are being investigated.

CEMETERY (4600)

Grave digging – Allows for 32 burials. 

CHURCHYARD (4700)

No comment necessary.

CAR PARK (4800)

No comment necessary.

PUBLIC TOILETS (4900)

No comment necessary.
BEDFORD ROAD OPEN SPACE (5000)

No comment necessary.

SUNDERLAND ROAD OPEN SPACE  (5100)
Maintenance of Bowling Green – Increased in line with inflation.

Maintenance of Cricket Square – No increase has been requested by the cricket club.

BEESTON GREEN (5200)  

No comment necessary

THE PINNACLE (5300)

General Maintenance –  Management fee for Ivel and Ouse Countryside Project.

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE (5400)

Staff costs – Increase allows for purchase of uniforms and employment of relief staff.  
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7. Annual estimates of expenditure 2010/2011        (Cont)

GRASS CUTTING (5500)

No comment necessary

LITTER BINS, SEATS, SHELTERS (5600)

No comment necessary

SANDY ANNUAL REPORT AND NEWSLETTER (5700)
Printing Costs -  One issue of the combined Annual Report and Newsletter and three further issues of the newsletter (with a slight increase in the print run). In addition the cost of delivery of the three issues of the newsletter has been included.
S.E.G. (5800)


Estimate includes the amount requested by the Sandy Enhancement Group.


CHRISTMAS LIGHTS PROJECT (5900)

No comment necessary.

THE RIDDY (6000)

No comment necessary.


MISCELLANEOUS (6100)

No comment necessary.
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7. ANNUAL ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE 2010/2011

EXPLANATORY NOTES – INCOME

ADMINISTRATION – OFFICE (7200)

Rent etc. Council Offices and Council Chamber – The Chamber and Committee Rooms are rented occasionally by approved groups, there is no regular predictable income.

Sale of Council Minutes – Only one local Newspaper currently contributes to receive Minutes, Agenda etc. They receive copies of everything that is published.

ALLOTMENTS (7215)

The amount received is based on the number of poles, plus an additional figure to allow for around four allotments to change hands.

CEMETERY (7225)

Burial fees are also unpredictable.  The income includes fees for cremated remains interments, memorial permissions etc.


CAR PARK (INCLUDING MARKET) (7235)

No comment necessary.
SUNDERLAND ROAD OPEN SPACE (7250)

A nominal amount has been included for pitch rental as most of this figure will now be included with the Pavilion hire.

Pitch Rental 

No comment necessary.


Pavilion Rental

No comment necessary.
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7. ANNUAL ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE 2010/2011 (Cont)

EXPLANATORY NOTES – INCOME

Scouts, A.C.F. and S.S.L.A

Includes the ground rent paid in respect of the land on which stands the Scout Headquarters, the Cadet Headquarters and the All Weather Surface, which parcels of land are all in the ownership of the Town Council.

GRASSCUTTING (7280)

Grasscutting Contribution – Central Bedfordshire Council

Central Bedfordshire Council pay Sandy Town Council to undertake some of the Unitary Council verge cutting in Sandy.

SANDY BULLETIN (7290)

Advertising

No comment necessary.


